Biographers

TASK:
You will be learning about the people associated with the Declaration of Independence.  

PRODUCT:
You will be creating “Signer Cards” in the format of a trading card.  Each card will include a picture of the signer, a brief biographical sketch, and a copy of their signature.
Proceed through the following steps.  Be sure to refer to the list of resources and use the links to Primary Sources provided:

1. List below, or on a separate sheet of paper, all of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. (http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/index.htm )
(http://usff.com/usff/sacredhonor.html )
2. Choose one signer from each colony … circle them in your list above and write their colony next to their name.
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(bdsdcc+02101)) 

3. For each signer you have chosen you will create a trading card using a 3x5 index card.  On the front you will create a color picture/portrait of the signer and include a copy of their signature (written by you!).  On the back, you will include the following information, and any additional information you wish to add:

Name / Colony / Date of Birth / Date of Death / Education / Work or Occupation / Other Information
Decipherers

TASK:
You will be learning about the document itself, including how it was written, why it was written the way it was, the process it went through to be drafted, etc.  Part of your expertise will be in the style and handwriting itself as well.
PRODUCT:
You will be scouring the Declaration to find out all  you can about the document  Based on what you find out about the writing process, you will be creating a timeline, some writing samples and lists, and also working with the Preservationists to create a replica/copy of the Declaration.
Proceed through the following steps.  Be sure to refer to the list of resources and use the links to Primary Sources provided:
1. Read through the “transcribed” copy of the Declaration of Independence.
> http://memory.loc.gov/mss/mgw/mgw4/037/0000/0020.jpg 
> http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bdsbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(bdsdcc+02101)) 
> http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trt024.html 

2. Now, explore the fragment of a rough draft/idea and the rough draft itself.
> http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trt002.html 
> http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trt001.html 

3. Print out a typed/transcribed copy and a copy of  the rough draft and fragment.  

4. Use a highlighter to highlight words in the Rough Draft that were also in the original fragment.  Then use a highlighter to highlight words in the typed/final copy that were in the original fragment.

5. Use a red pen to underline words/phrases in the final copy that were also in the rough draft, but not already highlighted. You should end up with a copy of the Declaration that shows words that made it all the way through the process form the original draft (highlighted) and the rough draft (underlined).

6. Now look at the rough draft again.  Study the handwriting.  Are there certain letters that are difficult to read?  Certain words or phrases that don’t make sense?  
List them here:

7. Study the timeline of the process the Declaration went through:
> http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/timeline.htm 

8. On a blank sheet of paper, create your own version of that timeline, or just print the one you find!

9. Create a list or chart, on a separate sheet of paper, showing who received the original copies of the declaration:
> http://memory.loc.gov/master/mss/mtj/mtj1/054/0500/0599.jpg 
10. Use this handwriting chart to study the handwriting style used to draft the Declaration:
> http://www.onhgs.org/colonialscript.htm 


11. Using the pens, ink, and paper provided by the teacher, practice writing your first and last name in this style of script.


12. On the back of the card you wrote your name on, write a brief description of the ink used on the original Declaration.  You can find out about it here:
> http://www.knaw.nl/ecpa/ink/ink.html 

13. Now that you have learned about the process the Declaration went through, and the handwriting and ink used to draft it, work with the Preservers to create a “replica” of the declaration.  Be creative!
Historians
TASK:
You will be learning about the places, events and artifacts associated with the Declaration of Independence.
PRODUCT:
You will be creating a “Treasure Box” that will include replicas, models or pictures of various artifacts, places and events associated with the Declaration of Independence, each with a note card that provides a brief description.
Proceed through the following steps.  Be sure to refer to the list of resources and use the links to Primary Sources provided:
1. Find out everything you can about the places, events, and artifacts associated with the Declaration and its signing.  Be sure to find out about where it was written and signed, and types of things were used in the writing and signing (desks, pens, etc.).  The following will aid you in learning about the places, events and artifacts:
> http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/graff/index.htm
> http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/declara1.html
> http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=mgw3&fileName=mgw3g/gwpage001.db&recNum=307
> http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=mtj1&fileName=mtj1page001.db&recNum=544
> http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/detr:@field(NUMBER+@band(det+4a31164))
> http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/presp:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3a04054))
> http://www.americanrevolution.org/decsm.html
> http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/declaration/site37.htm
> http://www.pbase.com/ronhrl/colonial_philadelphia

2. Create a “Treasure Box” that includes images, models or replicas, created by you, for some or all of the places, events and artifacts you found.  (Maybe a picture of the house, a model of the desk, etc.)  You should also include small cards with brief written descriptions of each item in the box.

Preservationists 
TASK:
You will be learning about the process used to preserve historical documents such as the Declaration of Independence.  You will study the science behind the document preservation and the reasons for preserving the Declaration.
PRODUCT:
You will be creating, with the aid of the Decipherers, a replica of the Declaration in an attempt to show the damage and defects that resulted from its handling an age.  You will also be creating a diagram to show how the Declaration is preserved with a short written description of the processes and reasons for preservation.

Proceed through the following steps.  Be sure to refer to the list of resources and use the links to Primary Sources provided:

1. Study the Declaration of Independence as a document, including its damage, age, defects, etc.  The following will aid you:
> http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/mffbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(mff000069))
> http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/tr00.html#decl
> http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/charters/
> http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=2
>http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/
>http://www.archives.gov/national_archives_experience/charters/declaration.html
>http://www.archives.gov/national_archives_experience/charters/treasure/index.html
>http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/account/index.htm
2. Create a diagram showing how the Declaration is preserved.  Include a card with a brief written description of the process as well, including the science behind it, and the different ways that damage and aging occur (why the preservation is needed).


3. Work with the Decipherers to create a replica of the Declaration.  Be sure to include the words as well as the damage and “secrets” found.
